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GW Boot Camp on
Nuclear Security Policy

Partial support for the Nuclear 
Security Policy Boot Camp 
comes from the National Nuclear 
Security Administration through 
the Nuclear Science and Security 
Consortium, headed by University 
of California, Berkeley.  

“My experience with GW was exceptional. It has 
provided me with an opportunity to interact with 
people. All the lectures were well-organized and 

generated thought-provoking debates. Apart from 
the nuclear security issues, this Boot Camp has 

extensively covered the prevailing and imminent 
challenges to the geo-political trends from the  

U.S. perspective.”

—Mahvish Malik (2018 Boot Camp Student)

“The GW Nuclear Policy Boot Camp was one of the 
singularly most memorable events of my time as 
a graduate student. I had a great time conversing 

with subject experts and fellow students about 
nuclear policy. The Boot Camp provided inroads 
and opportunities in my career I don’t believe I 

would have found elsewhere. If you are looking for 
insight into the state of the nuclear industry and 
the workings of Washington, DC, you have come  

to the right place.”

—S.C. Mellard (2018 Boot Camp Student)

“

ABOUT THE BOOT CAMP
The Nuclear Security Policy Boot Camp is an 
intensive course on all aspects of nuclear security, 
including arms control, nuclear weapons, nuclear 
energy, safeguards, and security. The two-week 
residential program integrates in-class time with 
field trips to Congress and federal agencies, 
policy simulations, and communications training, 
as well as networking and career advice from top 
nuclear security policy experts. Our location in 
Washington, DC, allows us to populate our faculty 
with internationally recognized nuclear security 
policy experts, top scholars at universities, experts 
from the federal government, foreign embassies, 
and non-governmental organizations.  

WHO CAN APPLY? 
The Boot Camp is open to graduate students and 
early-career professionals with bachelor’s degrees 
who are pursuing or have obtained a graduate 
degree (Master’s or Ph.D.), or have a strong interest 
in nuclear security policy.  

REGISTRATION
We encourage applicants to apply via our website 
at iistp.elliott.gwu.edu. Note that we limit the 
number of participants to ensure personal attention 
in the classroom.
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FACULTY
The Boot Camp’s core faculty showcases the interdisciplinary nature of nuclear policy at the George Washington University. 

Professor Sharon Squassoni  
Elliott School of International Affairs

Research interests: proliferation, 
fuel cycle, transparency related 
to nuclear weapons and fissile 
materials

Professor Emily Hammond  
GW Law School

Research interests: energy 
law, environmental law, and 
administrative law

Professor Chris Cahill 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences

Research interests: f-element 
chemistry, crystallography, 
nuclear forensics, and waste 
disposal

Professor Allison Macfarlane 
Elliott School of International Affairs

Research interests: international 
security, nuclear waste disposal, 
nuclear energy, regulation, and 
environmental policy

FIELD TRIPS AND HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
The Nuclear Security Policy Boot Camp’s unique 
location in Washington, DC, offers access to the 
heart of some of the world’s foremost nuclear 
policymaking. The Bootcamp features field trips to 
Capitol Hill, the Congressional Research Service, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and a full-day 
program at the State Department.  

Another unique feature of the Nuclear Security 
Policy Boot Camp is a number of lunch-time talks 
from experts in a variety of sectors on careers in 
nuclear security policy. Learn about Congressional 
Fellowship opportunities, working for a non-
governmental organization, jobs in the government, 
and other science-focused organizations.


